
1.5(c)
3.4(b)(1)

14 3ry Review,	 L.cNTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGEL ..Y
NrijOft,1415 tq 01  Intelligence Information Cable

• ROUTINE

IN 61241
	 61'\

PAGE 1 OF 4 PAGES
STATE/INR DIA NMCC/MC	 (SECDEF JCS ARMY	 NAVY	 AIR)	 CIA/NmCC

OERDWI	 EXO •

NIC NSA SOO	 ONE CRS
FBIS	 DCS	 IRS	 AID	 USIA

77:de material contains Information affecting the National Defense of the United States within the meaning of the Napionage Laws, =tie 11. II.8.0.
Secs. 793 and 794, the tramonlaaon or revelation of which in any manner to an unauthorized person is prohibited by law.

111111 
THIS IS AN INFORMATION REPORT. NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTELLIGENCE.

CITE 111111111111.11M
311538 Z

DIST 31 JULY 1968

COLP1/41.!r( Y	 WEST GERMANY/CZECHOSLOVAKIA/USSR

Dr!

FJBJE CT	 SOVIET	 OFFICIAL'S COMMENTS ON CZECHOSLOVAKIA

AND ON EAST-WEST GERMAN RELATIONS

ACQ

SOURCE

1.5(c)
3.4(b)(1)

1	 IN DISCUSSING THE RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN CZECHO-

SLOVAKIA, AN OFFICIAL	 COMMENTED

THAT THE SOVIET UN ION COLLD NOT AFFORD TO TOLERATE COUNTER -

REVOL UT ION THERE WHICH WO LLD DRIVE THE PEOFLE INTO THE HANDS

OF THE WEST. IF NECESSARY THE SOVIET UNION WOULD STEP IN

AND "HELP THE WOR KER 	 IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA JUST AS IT DID THOSE
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IN HUNGARY TWELVE YEARS AGO.

2. THE OFFICIAL 'EDGED THE TIMING FOR THE SIT UAT ION

IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA TO BE EXCELLENT IN THAT THE UNITED STATES

IS BECOMING INCREASINGLY INVOLVED IN VIETNAM AND IN DOMESTIC

PROBLEMS AND THE WEST GERMAN GOVERNMENT IS UNABLE T

COPE WITH THE EAST GERMAN PRESSURE ON BERLIN. HE SAID THAT . LLBP ICHT

CO LLD GO ALL THE WAY AND CLOSE OFF BERLIN AND NOTHING W.OLLD

HAPPEN. HE SAID THAT THE WEST GERMAN POSIT ION ON THIS ISSUE

IS SO WEAK AND DEPEND S SO MUCH ON SUPPORT FR OM THE UNITED

STATES, GREAT BRITAIN, AND FRANCE THAT HE WOULD NOT BE SUR-

PRISED IF WEST GERMANY WERE TO OFFER TO RECOGNIZE THE EAST

GERMAN GOVERNMENT. THERE ARE SIGNS THAT PROMINENT WEST

GERMAN POLITICIANS ARE ALREADY CONSIDERING THIS POSSIBILIT Y.

ALT HOUGH THIS WOULD OF COURSE STRENGTHEN IL BR ICHT 'S POSIT ION,

RECOGN IT ION OF EAST BERLIN MIGHT IN THE LONG RUN BE IN THE

BEST INTERESTS OF WEST GERMANY, SINCE FF? OGRESS MIGHT BE .MADE

IN RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO GERMAN STATES IN A PER IOD OF

DETENTE WHICH WOLLD NOT BE POSSIBLE UNDER PRESENT

CONDITIONS. IT MIGHT EVEN BE POSSIBLE THAT IN SUCH A

SITUATION LIBERAL  ELEMENTS• IN EAST GERMANY WOULD WIN AN UPPER
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HAND THERE AS THEY HAVE DONE IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA.

3.	 THE QUESTION OF

WHETHER  EAST GERMANY COILD ACCEPT RECOGNITION BY THE

FEDERAL REPUBLIC IS THE SUBJECT OF SOME DEBATE AMONG SOVIET
1.5(c)
3.4(b)(1)

OFFICIALS IT HAS AL SO BEEN SUGGESTED THAT PERHAPS

THE EAST GERMANS SKALD RAISE THEIR  DEMANDS SO THAT THE WEST

GERMANS WOULD NOT EVEN CONSIDER RECOGNITION. ONE GROUP

OF SOVIET OFFICIALS

IS OF THE OPINION THAT IT IS OF NO INTEREST WHETHER THE FED -

ER AL REPUBLIC RECOGNIZES EAST GERMANY OR NOT SINCE THE SOVIET

UNION IS IN EAST GERMANY AND IS GOING TO ST AY THERE TO SAFE-

GUARD ITS INFLUENCE IN THAT AREA. ANOTHER GROUP,

BELIEVES THAT

A LOT CAN BE GAINED FROM SCAN'S RECOGNITION OF THE EAST GER -

MAN REGIME, BUT THIS SECOND GROUP THE SOVIET

DESCRIBED AS DREAMERS.

4. IN THE OPINION OF THE FIRST GROUP, THE SOVIET UN ION

WILL HAVE ALMOST A FREE HAND IN EUROPE FOR ABOUT THE NEXT

TWO YEAR S, SINCE THE UNITED STATES WILL NEED AT LEAST THAT
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LONG TO STRA IGFTEN OUT THE SITUATION IN VIETNAM AND IS
PR OMEMS AT HOME. THE SOVIET UNION MUST USE THIS TIME

TO CONSOLIDATE IT S POSIT ION IN EIPOPE, AND FOR THIS REASON

IT CANNOT AFFORD TO HAVE A COUNTRY LIKE CZECHOSLOVAKIA

LEAVING ITS SPHERE OF INFLUENCE AND SERVING AS AN EXAMFLE

TO OTHERS LIKE HUNGARY AND BUL GAP IA TO DO THE SAME. THE •

SOVIET	 CLASSED ALL THE BALKAN ST ATE S AS UN -

REL IABLE. THEY FOUGHT ON THE SIDE OF GERMANY IN WORLD WAR

TWO AND MUST BE FR OTECTED AGAINST THEMSELVES.
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6.

	

	 COMMENT: THE STATEMENT IS HARDLY A GENUINE OUTLINE OF THE
KREMLIN'S CURRENT POLICY TOWARD EUROPE BUT

THE INADEQUACY OF WESTERN POWER IS A THEME WITH WHICH THE SOVIETS EXPECT
TO FIND GROWING GERMAN AGREEMENT.
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